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PRESS RELEASE
Maker Faire Rome – The European Edition 4.0

More than 110,000 in attendance for Europe’s biggest innovation event
Rome, 17 October 2016 ​– Innovation, creativity, and technology made available to an exceptional flow of visitors marked the success of the fourth edition of “Maker Faire Rome 2016 – The European Edition 4.0,” Europe’s biggest innovation fair, promoted by the Rome Chamber of Commerce and organized by its special internal unit Innova Camera.
More than 110,000 visitors in three days. Thousands thronged to the stands and visited the more than 700 inventions presented by makers from more than 65 different countries. At Fiera di Roma this year, the event attracted not only families, children, and students, but a host of entrepreneurs and industry professionals as well.
The event’s great popularity with the public was matched by that with the press: more than 700 journalists and bloggers from national and international radio/television and print outlets were accredited for this edition.
“Maker Faire Rome’s great success,” said Mr. Lorenzo Tagliavanti, President of the Rome Chamber of Commerce, “shows a Rome with its eye on the future, and discredits the idea that our city fixes its gaze backwards, pursuing only the splendours of a glorious past. The many young people, families, and children who attended our event confirmed the fact that Rome is looking forward, and wants to grow. Moreover,” – Mr. Lorenzo Tagliavanti went on to say – “Maker Faire Rome is recording constant growth in the number of businesspeople taking part as both visitors and exhibitors. This massive and committed participation, which has gone beyond Italy’s borders and has opened to so many countries around the world, is a clear and precious signal of trust on the part of the entrepreneurs who choose this event to reorient their business towards innovation. And the event’s new venue proved to be an effective, winning choice: Fiera di Roma has once again shown it is up to the task of hosting an international event, thus confirming” – he concluded – “its role as a facility indispensable for our economy and for our city.” 

According to Nicola Zingaretti, President of the Lazio Region, “this fourth edition of Maker Faire at Fiera di Roma was another great success. The Lazio Region was highly committed to holding an event that is increasingly a favourite with the public, while presenting a great challenge for the city and for Institutions. It is an event that creates opportunities and the development of ideas, so we have to wager on this facility. Maker Faire is more than just a showcase. It is the occasion when we can all encounter the dynamism present in a territory rich in talent and creativity. For more than three years, the Lazio Region has been building Fab Labs to create technological opportunities; we have always lent our support to enterprises, because we need new ideas for innovation to join forces with research– and it is Maker Faire that brings it all together. It is the place where ideas are exchanged, and it is important in times like these to create work and feel that we are not alone. We must” – Mr. Nicola Zingaretti  concluded – “give everyone the same opportunity, and this year again, with this extraordinary event, we have been change leaders.”

“In a year when everyone’s talking about Industry 4.0,” said Mr. Riccardo Luna, who co - curated the event, “the fourth edition of Maker Faire Rome was its most powerful representation: from students to craftspeople, from children to businesses, we have seen how the culture of innovation is the only antidote to fear for the future, and the only tool to get growing again.”

“Every year,” said Mr. Massimo Banzi, the other event’s co - organizer, “I keep being pleasantly surprised by the fact that so many people answer our invitation to attend Maker Faire. This means that the desire for innovation in Italy is far greater than one may think.”
“For Fiera Roma,” explained Mr. Pietro Piccinetti, sole administrator of Fiera Roma,” it was an honour to host the fourth edition of Maker Faire Rome, welcoming the world’s largest fair on innovation and digital manufacturing. We were especially honoured to be able to secure for the city of Rome spaces and usability that no other facility here could offer. We welcomed thousands of visitors and all their enthusiasm to our exhibition centre, proud of being at the service of our local territory. And this” – Mr. Pietro Piccinetti  concluded – “is the linchpin of our commitment: making our contribution to developing innovation and entrepreneurship, one of the Fiera di Roma’s key programming lines, which in this way becomes pure energy for the local territory. Lastly, I would like to extend my most heartfelt congratulations to the Chamber of Commerce, which conceived and promoted this extraordinary event.”
Prizes
This edition’s great innovation was the R.O.M.E. Prize (Rome Outstanding Maker of Europe), dedicated to the best design submitted through the Call for Makers: € 100 thousand (gross) awarded by an exceptional panel– composed of Professor Neil Gershenfeld, founder of MIT’s “Center for Bits & Atoms,” science fiction author Bruce Sterling, and PhD. Simona Maschi, Director of the Copenhagen Institute of Interaction Design – to the Talking Hands design, a wearable device capable of translating sign language into voice, created by young makers from the Italian  Marche  Region. 
At the ceremony, the winner of the Start Up Contest was also announced: GlareSmile took home the € 75,000 awarded by Digi-Key Electronics to the best design dedicated to the development of electronic products.

The event was attended by Grant Imahara, a special guest at Maker Faire Rome and one of America’s most renowned mythbusters.

Also, the Click4All and dbGLOVE designs won the #MaketoCare contest promoted by Sanofi Genzyme – the Company for research and innovation in the field of disability -   in collaboration with Maker Faire Rome and ASTER. Thanks to the agreement between Sanofi Genzyme and ASTER, the winners will fly to Silicon Valley to meet the innovation gurus: incubators, businesses already established in the quick prototyping of ideas and the manufacture of 3D printers, and innovative startups operating in the area of health and wellness.
Kids Area
The Kids Area activities were also brought to a successful close: 25 thousand youths, representing a thousand classes from a number of Italian schools, attended the Educational Day on Friday 14 October, and more than 12,500 were involved in the workshops and learning tours held by Codemotion Kids at the pavilion dedicated to young makers.
Website and social media
During the week from 11 to 17 October, Maker Faire Rome’s Facebook page saw a +490% increase in views (in comparison with the yearly average). The posts’ overall coverage exceeded 2,160,000, while interactions with posts topped 210,000 (again in the week from 11 to 17 October). 
In only three days, more than 100 thousand users visited makerfairerome.eu.
The success of “Maker Faire Rome – The European Edition 4.0” would not have been possible without the valuable collaboration of its institutional partners and the support of the event’s many sponsors.
Press office: tel. 06-6781178 – ufficiostampa@innovacamera.it – press@makerfairerome.eu
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